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What: Government Reform Committee Hearing on “Are We Ready for Prime Time?  
Assessing the State of Emergency Readiness in the Nation’s Capital” 
 

When: Thursday, April 10, 2003, 11:30 a.m. 
 

Where: Room 2154, Rayburn House Office Building 
 
 

Remember the blizzard? Remember tractor man? 
 
Background: 
 

In recent weeks, incidents involving a suspicious package on the 14th Street Bridge, the 
blizzard over Presidents’ Day Weekend, and Dwight Watson, the North Carolina tobacco 
farmer who drove his tractor into a pond on the mall, have highlighted the vulnerabilities in 
the region's emergency response capabilities.  These events demonstrated how easy it is to 
wreak havoc during the rush hour commute.  The 47-hour standoff with the farmer in 
Constitution Gardens sends the signal to terrorists and others who wish to harm us that it only takes 
one person to paralyze the nation's capital.  As a result of the standoff, three of the bridges from 
Northern Virginia to the District suffered severe traffic impacts because of the street closures in the 
city.  Emergency response officials took precautionary measures, and we want to ensure our 
emergency response teams make accurate and expedient assessments of such situations.  How do 
we handle these possibly threatening situations while ensuring public safety, continuity of 
operations, and minimal impact to our transportation infrastructure?   

 
The Committee is holding this hearing to discuss how this region can maintain public safety 

and respond adequately to emergencies without having an undue adverse affect on normal activities 
of those in the region.  We need to protect the nation’s capital, but at the same time we do not want 
a closed city.  This hearing will allow government leaders, law enforcement agencies, and the 



private/public sector to address the sufficiency of resources to handle security threats, coordination 
of emergency responses, mutual aid support, and other issues regarding emergency preparedness 
and response.    

 
The National Capital Region comprises 370,000 Federal employees and 2.4 million private 

sector employees.  It is also an area containing three branches of government, two states and the 
District of Columbia, each with separate police forces and emergency plans, but all using the same 
transportation system.  The Federal government has historically provided grants to states for local 
anti-terrorism efforts and, after the events of September 11th, the Federal government invested over 
$432 million to assist regional jurisdictions to prepare for combating terrorism and to respond to 
emergencies in the National Capital Region.   
   

Both the Federal government and local jurisdictions have taken a number of actions to 
improve coordination of emergency preparedness efforts.  The Department of Homeland Security is 
charged with ensuring that national preparedness programs and activities are developed and 
evaluated under appropriate standards and that resources are allocated to improve and sustain 
preparedness.  

 
In the Homeland Security Act of 2002, Congress created the Office for National Capital 

Region Coordination (ONCRC) within the Department of Homeland Security, recognizing the 
vulnerability of the region and the region’s high risk for terrorism.  The unique and dominant 
Federal presence in this region necessitates the Federal government to actively participate in the 
region’s efforts at emergency plans and preparedness.  ONCRC establishes a single point of contact 
within the Department of Homeland Security to assess the resources of the region, coordinate 
activities, and provide information to local jurisdictions. 

 
Through this hearing we hope to assess the progress that has been made in developing an 

evacuation plan for the national capital area, coordination of intergovernmental activities, 
implementation of telecommunication and communication plans, and emergency assistance and 
response planning.   

  
Panel One Witnesses: 
The Honorable Mark Warner, Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia 
The Honorable Anthony Williams, Mayor, District of Columbia 
Major General Bruce Tuxill, Adjutant General accompanied by Col. Edward T. Norris, Secretary of 
State Police, State of Maryland 
Michael Byrne, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Capital Area Administrator 
 
Panel Two Witnesses: 
Van Harp, Director of the Washington Field Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U.S. 
Department of Justice 
Teresa Chambers, Chief, U.S. Park Police 
Charles Ramsey, Chief, Metropolitan Police Department 
 
Panel Three Witnesses: 
Richard White, General Manager, Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
David Robertson, Interim Executive Director, accompanied by Mary K. Hill, Chair of Board of 
Directors, Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
Bob Peck, President, Greater Washington Board of Trade 
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